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The picture on the front cover is the original St Andrew’s Church in 3§

Princes Street (now Prince Street), Fort. It was built in 1841 and this
picture was taken before 1900.
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KREV. STEWART AND LARA LAMONT WRITE.......

Lara and | welcome this chance to send Christmas greetings to all our friends at St

|l YRNBSQad L gAff 0SS NBYSYOSNARAYy3A &2dz AY
bAYALIYyQa [/ KdZNOKIZI [/ 2NRG2NLIKAYS Ay 9RAYOdz
for another minister. Myinstruction from the Newsletter

team wasto make this message cheergo here goes!

One of the harmless rituals of Christmas is the cracked Q: What are people who
the terrible jokes which are contained in them on little are afraid of Santa Claus
pieces of paper. called?

Or what about this longer versiaga sort of shaggy dog A: Claustrophobic!

version: There was once a great czar in Russia named

Rudolph the Red. He stood looking out the windows of his

palace one day while his wife, the Czarina Katerina, sat nearby knitting. He turned to
herand said, "Look my dear, it has begun to rain!" Without even looking up from her
knitting she replied, "It's too cold to rain. It must be snowing.”" The Czar shook his
head and said, "I am the Czar of all the Russias and Rudolph the Red knows rain,
dear!"

OLTF &2dz R2\saythallSstipatiditJoudd 2 1 S

LiQa S| &facedatbut 8li$hé pskd@stuff that has accumulated around

/| KNAadYla FyR 3ISG RSTFSyaAaodS | o z2ndmiand f f
big supermarkets get up to. In H&ristmas message when he was Moderator, my
friend John Chalmers said he had a confession to make. Years ago, he thought it was
the role of a Presbyterian minister to be critical of all the excess materialism which
pervaded Christmas. So, one Christmass, lfvfront ofa packed congregation, he

had a go at those people who, in his opinion, didn't pay attention to the real meaning
of Christmas and he emphasised it by criticising those who only came to church once
ayear.




Continues...

That, of course, was half the agregation and it was the same half that didn't wish >

him a happy Christmas at the door of the Church afterwards.

1S ¢Syl 2yT aL KI @S NBLSYUGSR 2F &dzOK

our churches on Christmas Eve do so because the power sti@as still draws

them in to hear the story of God, in the life of a tiny baby, breaking through the
darkness to bring light into the world. If you're looking for the real X Factor this

XYl & 82dz aK2dzZ Rydd KF@S G2 3J2 |yeé TdNEE

In Gibraltar, | remember one middiged man being in tears after the Watchnight =
Service. He had lost touch with his religion (he had once been a Kirk Elder) and he 3
had ups and downs in his marriage. But in the middle of that service, during a hy s
he wasmugged by his emotions. They welled up within him and burst out. | would ‘g
fA1S G2 aleée GKFEG FTNBY GKSY 2y KAa fATS
say the same, but it leads me to the point | want to make: that emotion is good and@®
right butit is not enough. If we do not build on it, act on it and move on, it will simp &

be like a snowflake and melt away and we will be the same old person. i

Imagine you are there in Bethlehem. It is night, in Judea, over 2000 years ago. Apag
from the stars ad the glow from the fire, there is no light and you can see nothing.

The only sound is the sheep, grazing placidly. There might be no one else left aliveyf;
all the world. What are you thinking in the darkness? What are your dreams, your A&
longings, your hpes? And how do you feel when this unbearable light of the angel3§&

bursts upon you? -3
Whoever you are, whatever you do, you can no longer claim to be nothing special.
From this moment on you are amazing, extraordinary: Christ the Saviour has been3;
born foryou. ¥

God has come among us, born on earth. It is impossible to explain but the sign anges
sights and sounds are there for all to see. It has happened. It did happen. Christ hag,
come. Itis irreversible. And it is for you. &

Let us be thankful this Christm&se, that God has given us this gift of Jesus, who &
comes to change our lives, to change the course of the history of the world. For irg '
his birth, God came among us. God is now here and God came to stay. '

Tolstoy said: Everyone thinks of changing the wdrid,no one thinks of changing
himself.

If the Nativity is not about changing ourselves, it reduces to a wee fairytale
unconnected with reality and the good emotions it brings, are wasted
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my VISIt with you:
nductmg‘\horshlp onthree Sundays;
eetlan|th the Elders, individually, in
5sion meetings and training
SSio! S; meeting with some members
o e congregation; holding
mouragmg talks with those who lead
yo‘ﬁr missiortoriented projects
:;w dud’ng Helping Hands, the firift
pahd Netherlee Cottage; good
?cﬁswssmns with the staff of St.
%,ews Scots Kirk; not least your Church Officer Kanapathy _
és""$andrakumaran (known to us all, I imagine, as Kumar), who is a const
' @g of support to all Ministers living in the Manse and Denham Pe
e ir talented and very collaborative Organist and Director of Mus‘& Fase
._e also been positive and encouraging discussions with a number
: ”", %Ifrom the Anglican and Christian Reformed Churches, who arege
than willing to do whatever they can to help and support this congreg «-W:
&‘aﬂﬁhng the period of vacancy, whether that be through providing pulpl 1
u ply on a Sunday morning or through helping us to develop relat;e
vith other bodies, including governmental agencies if.that should be ¥
essaryto help resolve current or future issues. | have never befor %. d
Such a full diary in such a short period of time as during these past tw

gvt ree weeks!

%I'ftad also had very positive discussions with the Moderator of the
\Presbytery of Lanka and the General Secretary of the National Chnstlan

ncil, who are both very supportive of St. Andrew's Scots Kirk and» wh
{&mmmed themselves to help and support us in whatever way the

%My visit culminated at our worship sewice in St. Andrew's Scots Kirk t:'_' _
gﬁﬁ ?rﬁhg Sunday 2 October, when we celebrated Holy Commumon an,

8 ‘ghandan de Silva as Sessmn Clerk, who proved to be a constant source>
i%,supmnrt to me during my visit, from meeting me at the airport when I 5._;_;

o %
e




: ed t -drlvmg me to many of my meetings held avVay from the church‘}
. me in many other ways and who, | am sure, will be a toWex;’Erf"
,s rer ;* " for the Kirk Session in the monthsand years to come. Thereis
ﬁaiso Shewantha Rodrigo, the Treasurer, who has clearly demOnst?fat
tﬁy to be on top of the finances of the congregation, Graham de’ Kretzg
O‘nﬁ of our long-serving Elders, Gloriana Razeek, Jill Macdonald, Mike - é
) Antt 'nrsz ‘Anna Brochard, Chris Parakrama, Paddy Gridley, Samanth'-"’ 2
!‘ﬁaﬁ} Lakshml Seneviratne, Shalini Wickremasuriya, Rathini Walker' ar

v jé;ljﬁﬁn Mailler.

msted that all the troubles of the past have been forgotten far Ieég" 2 5
@Tyen But time is a great healer and, with the right spirit-which is what
»'g’gsus taught us reconciliation can be achieved. el

.‘—. l -,

|0n W|II be able to lead this congregation on to new and greater hing
gl g the page on the past I will stay on as your Interim Moderator

thave a date in my diary (yet) for a return visit, but | have a fae
e back with you again sometime in the next few-months. :

- C aehifble531ngs on all of you.

_“’i» =26

;:i‘:ﬁevgdlm Sharp

£

e
-‘wrhterlm Moderator




Ordination of New Elders |
By ChandanDe;Silva; SessionClel

5dzZNAYy 3 wS@d {GSgIF NI [FY2yiQa GAYS | a
identified members of the congregation to serve as new Elders.

In the Church of Scotland, a Kirk Session governs each congregation. The Elders{za,
appointed to the Sessioare the ruling Elders responsible for the operations of the
church, while the Minister is the teaching Elder and Moderator of the Session. Rey§
Sharp, in his message for this newsletter has already named those new Elders,
began first with identifyig those suitable, providing them with Elder training which &
Rev. Sharp conducted. This training in fact, included the existing Elders. On Su
October 2°, the new Elders were ordained at a service conducted by Rev. Jim -\.f_

There are many aspectsdfK S OK dzZNOKQa ©2NJ X g KAOK
Music; Christian education for youth and children; Mission projects (Helping Handg
for the poor living near the church, fund raising and visits to the women at Ward 8 §
Mulleriyawa Mental Hospital, fund rsing and support for the women at Netherlee
Cottage, which is run by the church), Finance, Publicity, Property, Safeguarding a i1
organizing the annual bazaar. 3

The new Elders began receiving exposure to Kirk Session meetings in July and angs

aware of the isues that the Session is dealing with. Some of them have been servis
in church activities over the past several years; others will decide where they woulGz
like to apply their talent and time.

Even though the church has been through troubled times inréloent past, | am
confident that the injection of new blood and ideas will help the churckstblish
its sense of direction and unity and be ready to call a new Minister in 2017.




The story of the birth of this oft sung Christmas Hymn

ﬁnms in|RoyaliDavid;s|City,

It was in 1848 that Cecil Frances Humphreys Alexanc
born in Dublin decided to pen the much loved Christrr
KeYYyZ hyOS Ay w2elf 5 gA
wife, she took her work very seriously, accompanying
her husband around IrelandShe loved working with
young children and would always be seen writing hyn
and poems for them. Working with children, she had
constantly been bombarded with eager questions by
enthusiastic bright eyed little beings which drove her 1
publish a book olverse, Hymns-for Little Children that
explained the creed in uncomplicated language with ji
the right dose of cheer-and simplicity, in which were
published three well known hymns.-All Things Bright
YR . StdziAFdzZ yasSNBR |
the world, death was dealt with There is a Green Hill |
Away and the story of the Nativity in Once in Royal
5 9ARQa [ Aléad

Set in Bethlehem, the birthplace of Jesus and His
ancestor King David, based on the words of the Cree:
G2 K2 gl a 02y Of &S Borrooéthel K
+tANBAY al:NE ®Eg LY wmdopndp
Gauntlett added music to the hymn and in nearly evel
carol service around the world, the traditional openin
hymn is always this. In fact, this holds the distinction
beingtheLINR OS&aaA2ylt KeYy T 4
Cambridge Festival of Nine Lessons and Carols and ¢

annually. Erik Routley in The English Carol states th i

the remarkable harmonization of the version playeat |§
YAy3IAQa /2ffS3aAS oe QNBIYA ﬁg
adzo 0t S F NI NI yaTZNJY)\y
I LINRPOSaaAzylf 2F AYYSya&d
Cecll, the author of more than four hundred hymns, THE CITY OF DAVID
worked with the sick and poor continually, althoughée
proceeds from her book of hymns funded the
construction of the Derry and Raphoe Diocesan
Institution for the Deaf and Dumb.
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Session Clerk visits the Presbytery
Lausanne, Switzerland
7-9 October 2016

Background:

Every six months, the International Presbytery
(formerly the Presbytery of Europe), holds a meet-
ing with members of the fifteen congregations
making up the Presbytery. It is usually the Minis-
ter and Presbytery Elder who attend these meet-
ings, together with Moderator, Clerk and other in-
vitees.

The Church of Scotland (CoS) has a fairly flat gov-
ernance structure. Every congregation is gov-
erned by its Kirk Session and each Kirk Session is
accountable to a Presbytery, with each Presbytery
being accountable to the General Assembly. The
CosS is also highly democratic, with the Modera-
tors of the General Assembly and of each Presby-
tery holding office for just one year?!

Lausanne:

Lausanne is about 40 minutes by train from
Geneva and sits on the shores of Lac Leman (Lake
Geneva). It is a picturesque city with an impres-
sive cathedral sitting atop one of its hills. It is an
easy city to walk in, which I did a lot of, even
though there is good public transport.

It is a small city with a population of 150,000, of
whom a staggering 42% are non-Swiss nationals.
This was very evident on the streets and surpris-
ingly I found some people begging. I hadn’t expect-
ed this of a wealthy country but I gather many of
those begging are Roma (gypsies from Romania).

Host congregation:

The host congregation, the Scots Kirk, is nearly
140 years old and is one of a handful of churches
in Lausanne offering services in English. The con-
gregation has 133 members and is composed of
twenty-two nationalities. The minister, Rev. Ilan
MacDonald, who visited Colombo (with Rev.
Andrew Gardner) in September 2014, is also the
chaplain of the Presbytery.

I met an old friend — Rev. Doug McRoberts — who
is now retired; this was to be his last International
Presbytery meeting. It was good catching up with
him and his wife Lesley, hearing about their life in
retirement and filling them in on developments in
Colombo.

To my surprise, I met a few others with whom I
made a connection from the past. One of them is
Douglas Frith (the Session Clerk in Bermuda)
who, like me, was participating in his first Presby-
tery meeting. The coincidence did not end there:
he remembered meeting me in Budapest in 2007,
when both Colombo and Bermuda congregations
were given the opportunity to present their case
to be invited to become part of the Presbytery of
Europe.

The meeting:

The Presbytery sub-committee meetings com-
menced on Friday morning. Every Presbyter is ex-
pected to contribute to one and I decided to join
the Education and Training committee. I under-
took to lead the work on sharing information on
best practice for training Elders. This was topical
to me (and our Kirk Session), having recently un-
dergone training under the guidance of Rev. Jim
Sharp, which I found to be helpful and the re-
source material enlightening.

The plenary session of the Presbytery began at 6
pm on Friday and Rhoda Grant, an Elder from
Brussels, moderated it. The Clerk was Rev. Jim
Sharp, who is currently interim moderator of Co-
lombo and Lisbon. For a non-stipendiary Minister,
he carries an enormous workload!

The business of the Presbytery, which was covered
over twenty-nine agenda items, was worked
through very efficiently and the meeting ended on
Saturday afternoon, as scheduled. I was struck by
the discipline of the Presbyters, none of whom
spoke for more than five minutes each in making
their case. There was time for questions and an-
swers and the entire process was moderated very
effectively.

On Saturday evening the Presbyters met for a
formal dinner over a glass of wine or two, which
was an enjoyable way of concluding a fairly in-
tense set of discussions. The formal proceedings
ended on Sunday with a service, followed by a
finger buffet, organized by the host congregation.

Our hosts were extremely hospitable and I left
having enjoyed the experience and having learned
a great deal about the matters of concern and in-
terest to the International Presbytery.

Chandan de Silva
Session Clerk and Presbytery Elder
PS: If anyone in the congregation is interested in finding out about the topics of discussion at the Interna-
tional Presbytery, please feel free to contact me on chandan59@yahoo.com
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Kanapaﬂ 5y Sanarakumarar,

J 4 : It was 25 years ago that Kumar, then quite young, came to live in the little h
ChurchoQiticer next to the Manse. He later married Kala and with the coming of their two
children, Stefan and Michelle, the little house next to the Manse was extend
to accommodate his growing family.

G/ KdzZNOK fAFS OKFy3Sa I OO0O2NRAYy3 (2
NEOI tfa Ydzyl N®» G¢CKSNBE ¢l a I GAYS
members in the Congregation prompting numerous foreign events in tioecd
Hall. There was Scottish country dancing, Montessori groups, the ABR Libr
which still operates every other Tuesday and Saturday evening was very bu
GAaAAG2NR OFYS (2 &a20AFftAT S 6AGK w§
Clerk atthe tV S @ ¢

Kumar has also worked with Rev. Grahame Muckart , Rev. John Yoo. Rev. Dr. Bruce Gardner, Rev. Alan Main
Purves, Rev. Dr. Roderick Campbell and Rev. Stewart Lamont. Having always been a Church Officer, he howe
observesthattherd KIF & OKIy3ISR Ylye (AYSa 20SNJ GKS &SI NaO®
2NBHIFYAAdSR 6SRRAY3 06221Ay3a YR 0SSy Ay@2ft @SR Ay Yl
His most memorable occasion was his visitto ScBtlar2 NEI yAdSR o6& { i ! yYRNBgQa {
Scotland, where he visited and learned about Scottish Churches and had a chance to experience the General A
at the Church of Scotland.

S. S. Asirvatham
Janitor

Asiri spends many hours each week cleaning our Church, a task he has beg
doing for 16 yearsAsiri enjoys his family time with his wife and two daughters
while his home, most often, is filled with his grandchildren.

Victor Perera
Gardener

Victor used to work with Morris MacKay at Bywater Company and it was Md
who persuaded him to work for the Chalr, which he has done since the time
Rev. John Yoo. Victor manages the Church garden, which can be a little
challenging given that its quite a vast expanse to look after by himself. But
nevertheless, he enjoys his work. Victor has four children and f
grandchildren.

MaureenGenard
Helping'Hand€eordinator

Maureen began working in the Thrift shop in 2004 along with Ayesha Smitlj
Monique and two European ladies and in 2006, was part of a team of four
launched Helping Hands. Between 2008 and 2011, she managed a créchg
during the Sunday morning service.




