
  



 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Lara and I welcome this chance to send Christmas greetings to all our friends at St 

!ƴŘǊŜǿΩǎΦ L ǿƛƭƭ ōŜ ǊŜƳŜƳōŜǊƛƴƎ ȅƻǳ ƛƴ ǘƘŜ ǇǊŀȅŜǊǎ ŀǘ ǘƘŜ /ƘǊƛǎǘƳŀǎ ǎŜǊǾƛŎŜ ŀǘ {ǘ 

bƛƴƛŀƴΩǎ /ƘǳǊŎƘΣ /ƻǊǎǘƻǊǇƘƛƴŜ ƛƴ 9ŘƛƴōǳǊƎƘ ǿƘŜǊŜ L ŀƳ ŎǳǊǊŜƴǘƭȅ ƭƻŎǳƳΣ ŀǎ ǘƘŜȅ ƭƻƻƪ 

for another minister. My instruction from the Newsletter 

team was to make this message cheery - so here goes! 

One of the harmless rituals of Christmas is the cracker ςand 

the terrible jokes which are contained in them on little 

pieces of paper. 

Or what about this longer version ςa sort of shaggy dog 

version: There was once a great czar in Russia named 

Rudolph the Red. He stood looking out the windows of his 

palace one day while his wife, the Czarina Katerina, sat nearby knitting. He turned to 

her and said, "Look my dear, it has begun to rain!" Without even looking up from her 

knitting she replied, "It's too cold to rain. It must be snowing." The Czar shook his 

head and said, "I am the Czar of all the Russias and Rudolph the Red knows rain, 

dear!" 

όLŦ ȅƻǳ ŘƻƴΩǘ ƎŜǘ ǘƘŜ ƧƻƪŜ ς say that last part out loud) 

LǘΩǎ Ŝŀǎȅ ǘƻ ƎŜǘ Ǉƻ-faced about all the pseudo-stuff that has accumulated around 

/ƘǊƛǎǘƳŀǎ ŀƴŘ ƎŜǘ ŘŜŦŜƴǎƛǾŜ ŀōƻǳǘ ŀƭƭ ǘƘŜ άŦŜǎǘŀōǳƭƻǳǎέ ǘƘƛƴƎǎ ǘƘŀǘ ǘƘŜ ŀŘ-men and 

big supermarkets get up to. In his Christmas message when he was Moderator, my 

friend John Chalmers said he had a confession to make. Years ago, he thought it was 

the role of a Presbyterian minister to be critical of all the excess materialism which 

pervaded Christmas. So, one Christmas Eve, in front of a packed congregation, he 

had a go at those people who, in his opinion, didn't pay attention to the real meaning 

of Christmas and he emphasised it by criticising those who only came to church once 

a year. 

Q: What are people who 

are afraid of Santa Claus 

called?  

A: Claustrophobic!  



 

That, of course, was half the congregation and it was the same half that didn't wish 

him a happy Christmas at the door of the Church afterwards. 

IŜ ǿŜƴǘ ƻƴΤ άL ƘŀǾŜ ǊŜǇŜƴǘŜŘ ƻŦ ǎǳŎƘ ŦƻƻƭƛǎƘƴŜǎǎΦ bƻǿ L ōŜƭƛŜǾŜ ǘƘŀǘ ǘƘƻǎŜ ǿƘƻ ǇŀŎƪ 

our churches on Christmas Eve do so because the power of Christmas still draws 

them in to hear the story of God, in the life of a tiny baby, breaking through the 

darkness to bring light into the world. If you're looking for the real X Factor this 

XΩƳŀǎ ȅƻǳ ǎƘƻǳƭŘƴϥǘ ƘŀǾŜ ǘƻ Ǝƻ ŀƴȅ ŦǳǊǘƘŜǊ ǘƘŀƴ ȅƻǳǊ ƭƻŎŀƭ ŎƘǳǊŎƘΦέ 

In Gibraltar, I remember one middle-aged man being in tears after the Watchnight 

Service. He had lost touch with his religion (he had once been a Kirk Elder) and he 

had ups and downs in his marriage.  But in the middle of that service, during a hymn, 

he was mugged by his emotions. They welled up within him and burst out. I would 

ƭƛƪŜ ǘƻ ǎŀȅ ǘƘŀǘ ŦǊƻƳ ǘƘŜƴ ƻƴ Ƙƛǎ ƭƛŦŜ ǿŀǎ ōŜǘǘŜǊ ŀƴŘ L ǎŀǿ ƘƛƳ ōŀŎƪ ƛƴ ŎƘǳǊŎƘΦ L ŎŀƴΩǘ 

say the same, but it leads me to the point I want to make: that emotion is good and 

right but it is not enough. If we do not build on it, act on it and move on, it will simply 

be like a snowflake and melt away and we will be the same old person.   

Imagine you are there in Bethlehem. It is night, in Judea, over 2000 years ago. Apart 

from the stars and the glow from the fire, there is no light and you can see nothing. 

The only sound is the sheep, grazing placidly. There might be no one else left alive in 

all the world. What are you thinking in the darkness? What are your dreams, your 

longings, your hopes? And how do you feel when this unbearable light of the angels 

bursts upon you? 

Whoever you are, whatever you do, you can no longer claim to be nothing special. 

From this moment on you are amazing, extraordinary: Christ the Saviour has been 

born for you. 

God has come among us, born on earth. It is impossible to explain but the sign and 

sights and sounds are there for all to see. It has happened. It did happen. Christ has 

come. It is irreversible. And it is for you. 

Let us be thankful this Christmas Eve, that God has given us this gift of Jesus, who 

comes to change our lives, to change the course of the history of the world.  For in 

his birth, God came among us. God is now here and God came to stay. 

Tolstoy said: Everyone thinks of changing the world, but no one thinks of changing 

himself. 

If the Nativity is not about changing ourselves, it reduces to a wee fairytale 

unconnected with reality and the good emotions it brings, are wasted. 

 



  

 

 

 

I have enjoyed my visit with you: 
conducting worship on three Sundays; 
meeting with the Elders, individually, in 
Kirk Session meetings and training 
sessions; meeting with some members 
of the congregation; holding 
encouraging talks with those who lead 
your mission-oriented projects 
including Helping Hands, the Thrift 
Shop and Netherlee Cottage; good 
discussions with the staff of St. 
Andrew's Scots Kirk, not least your Church Officer Kanapathy 
Sandrakumaran (known to us all, I imagine, as Kumar), who is a constant 
source of support to all Ministers living in the Manse and Denham Pereira, 
your talented and very collaborative Organist and Director of Music.  There 
have also been positive and encouraging discussions with a number of local 
clergy from the Anglican and Christian Reformed Churches, who are more 
than will ing to do whatever they can to help and support this congregation 
during the period of vacancy, whether that be through providing pulpit 
supply on a Sunday morning or through helping us to develop relationships 
with other bodies, including governmental agencies if that should be 
necessary to help resolve current or future issues. I have never before had 
such a full diary in such a short period of time as during these past two to 
three weeks! 

I had also had very positive discussions with the Moderator of the 
Presbytery of Lanka and the General Secretary of the National Christian 
Council, who are both very supportive of St. Andrew's Scots Kirk and who 
recommitted themselves to help and support us in whatever way they can. 

My visit culminated at our worship service in St. Andrew's Scots Kirk this 
morning, Sunday 2 October, when we celebrated Holy Communion and the 
ordination of five new Elders. There are now 14 Elders in this congregation: 
Chandan de Silva as Session Clerk, who proved to be a constant source of 
support to me during my visit, from meeting me at the airport when I 

 



arrived to driving me to many of my meetings held away from the church 
and guiding me in many other ways and who, I am sure, will be a tower of 
strength for the Kirk Session in the months and years to come.  There is 
also Shewantha Rodrigo, the Treasurer, who has clearly demonstrated his 
ability to be on top of the finances of the congregation, Graham de Kretzer 
one of our long-serving Elders, Gloriana Razeek, Jill Macdonald, Mike 
Anthonisz, Anna Brochard, Chris Parakrama, Paddy Gridley, Samantha De 
Saram, Lakshmi Seneviratne, Shalini Wickremasuriya, Rathini Walker and 
Gillian Mailler. 

I am leaving Sri Lanka tonight, quietly confident that the road ahead for St. 
Andrew's Scots Kirk will be more smooth than rocky. I would be naive if I 
claimed that all the troubles of the past have been forgotten, far less 
forgiven. But time is a great healer and, with the right spirit - which is what 
Jesus taught us - reconciliation can be achieved. 

It is my prayer that, in the weeks and months to come, the new Kirk 
Session will be able to lead this congregation on to new and greater things, 
turning the page on the past. I will stay on as your Interim Moderator for 
the time being, until a longer-term solution may be found. I will chair Kirk 
Session meetings from my home in Geneva (thanks to Skype ɀ oh, the 
wonders of technology!) and continue to do my best to help and support 
your Elders, visiting clergy providing pulpit supply on Sunday mornings 
and the congregation, as you move forward into a new era of life at St. 
Andrew's Scots Kirk. 

I don't have a date in my diary (yet) for a return visit, but I have a feeling I 
will be back with you again sometime in the next few months. 

In the meantime, I keep St. Andrew's Scots Kirk in my prayers and ask 
God's blessings on all of you. 

Your friend,  

Revd Jim Sharp 

Interim Moderator  

  



5ǳǊƛƴƎ wŜǾΦ {ǘŜǿŀǊǘ [ŀƳƻƴǘΩǎ ǘƛƳŜ ŀǎ [ƻŎǳƳ ŀƴŘ LƴǘŜǊƛƳ aƻŘŜǊŀǘƻǊΣ ǘƘŜ YƛǊƪ {Ŝǎǎƛƻƴ 
identified members of the congregation to serve as new Elders.  
 
In the Church of Scotland, a Kirk Session governs each congregation. The Elders 
appointed to the Session are the ruling Elders responsible for the operations of the 
church, while the Minister is the teaching Elder and Moderator of the Session.   Rev 
Sharp, in his message for this newsletter has already named those new Elders, which 
began first with identifying those suitable, providing them with Elder training which 
Rev. Sharp conducted.  This training in fact, included the existing Elders.  On Sunday 
October 2nd, the new Elders were ordained at a service conducted by Rev. Jim Sharp.  

There are many aspects of ǘƘŜ ŎƘǳǊŎƘΩǎ ǿƻǊƪΣ ǿƘƛŎƘ 9ƭŘŜǊǎ ǎǳǇǇƻǊǘΥ ²ƻǊǎƘƛǇ ϧ 
Music; Christian education for youth and children; Mission projects (Helping Hands 
for the poor living near the church, fund raising and visits to the women at Ward 8 
Mulleriyawa Mental Hospital, fund raising and support for the women at Netherlee 
Cottage, which is run by the church), Finance, Publicity, Property, Safeguarding and 
organizing the annual bazaar. 
 
The new Elders began receiving exposure to Kirk Session meetings in July and are 
aware of the issues that the Session is dealing with. Some of them have been serving 
in church activities over the past several years; others will decide where they would 
like to apply their talent and time. 
 
Even though the church has been through troubled times in the recent past, I am 
confident that the injection of new blood and ideas will help the church re-establish 
its sense of direction and unity and be ready to call a new Minister in 2017.  

Ordination of New Elders 

By Chandan De Silva, Session Clerk 



  

CECIL FRANCES HUMPHREYS ALEXANDER 

 

THE CITY OF DAVID 

It was in 1848 that Cecil Frances Humphreys Alexander, 
born in Dublin decided to pen the much loved Christmas 
ƘȅƳƴΣ hƴŎŜ ƛƴ wƻȅŀƭ 5ŀǾƛŘΩǎ /ƛǘȅΦ  !ƴ !ƴƎƭƛŎŀƴ .ƛǎƘƻǇΩǎ 
wife, she took her work very seriously, accompanying 
her husband around Ireland.  She loved working with 
young children and would always be seen writing hymns 
and poems for them.  Working with children, she had 
constantly been bombarded with eager questions by 
enthusiastic bright eyed little beings which drove her to 
publish a book of verse, Hymns for Little Children that 
explained the creed in uncomplicated language with just 
the right dose of cheer and simplicity, in which were 
published three well known hymns.  All Things Bright 
ŀƴŘ .ŜŀǳǘƛŦǳƭ ŀƴǎǿŜǊŜŘ ŀ ŎƘƛƭŘΩǎ ǉǳŜǎǘƛƻƴ ƻƴ ǿƘƻ ƳŀŘŜ 
the world, death was dealt with There is a Green Hill Far 
Away and the story of the Nativity in Once in Royal 
5ŀǾƛŘΩǎ /ƛǘȅΦ   
Set in Bethlehem, the birthplace of Jesus and His 
ancestor King David, based on the words of the Creed, 
ά²Ƙƻ ǿŀǎ ŎƻƴŎŜƛǾŜŘ ōȅ ǘƘŜ Ioly Ghost, Born of the 
±ƛǊƎƛƴ aŀǊȅΦέ  Lƴ мфпфΣ ƻǊƎŀƴƛǎǘ ŀƴŘ ŎƻƳǇƻǎŜǊ IŜƴǊȅ 
Gauntlett added music to the hymn and in nearly every 
carol service around the world, the traditional opening 
hymn is always this.  In fact, this holds the distinction of 
being the ǇǊƻŎŜǎǎƛƻƴŀƭ ƘȅƳƴ ŦƻǊ ǘƘŜ YƛƴƎΩǎ /ƻƭƭŜƎŜ 
Cambridge Festival of Nine Lessons and Carols and one 
of the only two carols or hymns which has been played 
annually.  Erik Routley in The English Carol states that 
the remarkable harmonization of the version played at 
YƛƴƎΩǎ /ƻƭƭŜƎŜ ōȅ ƻǊƎŀƴƛǎǘ 5Ǌ !ǊǘƘǳǊ IŜƴǊȅ aŀƴƴ ƛǎ 
ǎǳōǘƭŜ ŀǊǘΣ ǘǊŀƴǎŦƻǊƳƛƴƎ άŀ ƘƻƳŜƭȅ ŎƘƛƭŘǊŜƴΩǎ ƘȅƳƴ ƛƴǘƻ 
ŀ ǇǊƻŎŜǎǎƛƻƴŀƭ ƻŦ ƛƳƳŜƴǎŜ ǎǇŀŎƛƻǳǎƴŜǎǎΦέ 
Cecil, the author of more than four hundred hymns, 
worked with the sick and poor continually, although the 
proceeds from her book of hymns funded the 
construction of the Derry and Raphoe Diocesan 
Institution for the Deaf and Dumb.   
 

https://www.bing.com/images/search?q=Cecil+Alexander&view=detailv2&&id=3C3D762D4B8D015DE6490019DFCE9D35A6DEB513&selectedIndex=6&ccid=8Dwumhg9&simid=608049194264232713&thid=OIP.Mf03c2e9a183d5f6eaff590e1eac66366o2


 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



Kanapathy Sandrakumaran 

Church Officer 

Victor Perera 

Gardener 

Maureen Genard 

Helping Hands Co-ordinator 

S. S. Asirvatham 

Janitor 

  
It was 25 years ago that Kumar, then quite young,  came to live in the little house 
next to the Manse.  He later married Kala and with the coming of their two 
children, Stefan and Michelle, the little house next to the Manse was extended 
to accommodate his growing family.  
ά/ƘǳǊŎƘ ƭƛŦŜ ŎƘŀƴƎŜǎ ŀŎŎƻǊŘƛƴƎ ǘƻ ǘƘŜ ǇŜǊƛƻŘǎ ƻŦ ŘŜǾŜƭƻǇƳŜƴǘ ƛƴ {Ǌƛ [ŀƴƪŀΣέ 
ǊŜŎŀƭƭǎ YǳƳŀǊΦ  ά¢ƘŜǊŜ ǿŀǎ ŀ ǘƛƳŜ ǿƘŜƴ ǘƘŜ ŎƘǳǊŎƘ ƘŀŘ ƭƻǘǎ ƻŦ ƛƴǘŜǊƴŀǘƛƻƴŀƭ 
members in the Congregation prompting numerous foreign events in the Church 
Hall.  There was Scottish country dancing, Montessori groups, the ABR Library 
which still operates every other Tuesday and Saturday evening was very busy as 
ǾƛǎƛǘƻǊǎ ŎŀƳŜ ǘƻ ǎƻŎƛŀƭƛȊŜ ǿƛǘƘ wŜǾ ¢ƻƳ hΩ[ŜŀǊȅ ŀƴŘ aƻǊǊƛǎ aŀŎYŀȅ ǘƘŜ {Ŝǎǎƛƻƴ 
Clerk at the tiƳŜΦέ 
 

Kumar has also worked with Rev. Grahame Muckart , Rev. John Yoo.  Rev. Dr. Bruce Gardner, Rev. Alan  Main, Rev. John 
Purves, Rev. Dr. Roderick Campbell and Rev. Stewart Lamont.  Having always been a Church Officer, he however 
observes that the rolŜ Ƙŀǎ ŎƘŀƴƎŜŘ Ƴŀƴȅ ǘƛƳŜǎ ƻǾŜǊ ǘƘŜ ȅŜŀǊǎΦ  άL ƘŀǾŜ ƭƻƻƪŜŘ ŀŦǘŜǊ ǎƻƳŜ ƻŦ ǘƘŜ ŦƛƴŀƴŎŜ ǿƻǊƪΣ 
ƻǊƎŀƴƛǎŜŘ ǿŜŘŘƛƴƎ ōƻƻƪƛƴƎǎ ŀƴŘ ōŜŜƴ ƛƴǾƻƭǾŜŘ ƛƴ ƳŀƴŀƎƛƴƎ ǎƻƳŜ ŀǎǇŜŎǘǎ ƻŦ bŜǘƘŜǊƭŜŜ /ƻǘǘŀƎŜ ŀƴŘ ǘƘŜ /ƘǳǊŎƘ ǎǘŀŦŦΦέ  
His most memorable occasion was his visit to ScotlanŘ ƻǊƎŀƴƛǎŜŘ ōȅ {ǘ !ƴŘǊŜǿΩǎ {Ŏƻǘǎ YƛǊƪ ŀƴŘ CŜƴǿƛŎƪ /ƘǳǊŎƘ ƛƴ 
Scotland, where he visited and learned about Scottish Churches and had a chance to experience the General Assembly 
at the Church of Scotland. 
 

Asiri spends many hours each week cleaning our Church, a task he has been 
doing for 16 years. Asiri enjoys his family time with his wife and two daughters, 
while his home, most   often, is filled with his grandchildren.   
 

Victor used to work with Morris MacKay at Bywater Company and it was Morris 
who persuaded him to work for the Church, which he has done since the time of 
Rev. John Yoo.  Victor manages the Church garden, which can be a little 
challenging given that its quite a vast expanse to look after by himself.  But 
nevertheless, he enjoys his work.  Victor has four children and four 
grandchildren.   
 

Maureen began working in the Thrift shop in 2004 along with Ayesha Smith, 
Monique and two European ladies and in 2006, was part of a team of four who 
launched Helping Hands.  Between 2008 and 2011, she managed a crèche 
during the Sunday morning service.  
 


